South Plainfield Soccer Association Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting:
October 26, 2006

Meeting Type:   
General Meeting     

Minutes filed on:
November 4, 2006

Revised on November 4th to Correct Ann Marie Ferente’s name and add expand on Item 6(c)
Attendees: Paul Baldasarre, Frank Licato, Patrick Flanagan, Bill Butrico, Pete Kelly, Paul Seyffart, Ann Marie Ferente, Terrei Ward, Scott Bishop, Al Vill, Paul Billich, Michele Billich,Vejay Bijliani, Ken Noll and Richard Paez

1) September General Meeting and October Special Expenditure Meeting minutes were reviewed individually and approved

2) Financials- Treasurer Terri ward reported that there is a $5,000.00 debit missing from the financial report. This is due to payments that we made for uniforms that have not yet been recovered from the membership.

a) Some questions raised regarding the financial handout that was distributed were:

(1) Why is the insurance $3,408.00? “that seems high…” -  Answer, that is the payment for our new premise insurance. In the past only the players and coaches were covered by the insurance provided by New Jersey Youth Soccer. Spectators (who are actively watching a game) are also covered. But people who are not Spectators (actively watching a game), Coaches or Players are not covered. This premise insurance covers anyone on the property and truly hold the Borough of South Plainfield Harmless (required by the lease negotiated last winter).

(2) Donations listed as$35,575.00, how did we come to that number it seems large?-Answer, most of it is from the movie “Gracie” but there were other donations from Matchfit Academy for using our fields and others.

(3) Utilities $568.23 Why did we pay for that? Doesn’t the town normally handle the Utility expenses? –Answer, Yes normally the town in the past has paid for the utility expenses. This Utility bill was from PSE&G for the period of late August to late September which was when the movie Gracie was filmed. When we notified the town we also advised them we would be glad to pay the Electric Bill during that time.  HOWEVER! There has been quite a bit of rumors and general talk that the town is going to start charging all of the athletic clubs (Soccer Club, S.P. Junior Baseball & The Pop Warner Football).  If that comes to pass the Soccer Club will have to increase the cost of registration so that we can afford to pay the utilities.

b) It was noted that there were a lot of expenses and if it wasn’t for “Gracie” we would be in big trouble

3) Snack Stand- Ann Marie Ferente commented that the snack stand was up and running and going quite well. It was very hard in the first few days trying to get everything organized but wanted to thank the people who worked those days for all of their help and advice.

a) The Snack Stand gets compliments from many of the visiting team parents but many of them didn’t realize we had such a thing. So when confirming with your teams let the coach know so he /she can tell their parents

b) Electrical work is needed to improve the functionality of the snack stand. The SPSA has notified the Recreation department of our needs and that we would pay a qualified electrical contractor to perform the work with all the required inspections. 

(1) We are waiting to get the recreation department’s approval before we can proceed.

4) Field Status-Received an Electric bill as discussed in Item 2(a)(3)

5) Training-Soccer Development Skills (SDS) is running training camp on November 8th and 9th. These are all day camps and if we can get someone to man the snack stand lunch will be available to the participant at their cost.

a) Overall training is going well as reported by Will Hume from SDS

b) Winter leagues are available. If your team wants to participate Will is investigating to see which location has the best price /value

c) A handout was distributed explaining the winter league information gathered so

6) Recreation Development Clinics- are being operated by SDS in cooperation with the Recreation Department and the South Plainfield Soccer Club.

a) This if free of charge to all recreation players and children who are not members of this club

b) There are about 22 players taking part

c) SDA is looking to start a similar program for older kids.  Will Hume contacted Kevin Hughes of the Recreation Department over 2 weeks ago, but has yet to hear from him.

7) Expenditures- First Aid Training SDS will donate $600.00 to train the first 20 coaches and Board Members that sign up. 

a) A motion was raised that if more than 20 coaches and /or Board members want training the SPSA  cover the next $600.00. The motion was passed 12yes/ 0 No with and error made and realized after the vote that Terri Ward was a Voting Member but was not asked to vote. Apologies to Terri.

b) A motion to purchase a flag pole was raised. Pat Flanagan reported that it would cost $1,300.00 for a 25 foot pole with an internal Halyard, A flag and some incidental hardware. The motion was passes 12 Yes and 1 No

8) Pancake Breakfast- will be run by Team Storm as a way to raise training money. Date is 12/17/06 …. come hungry!

9) Basket Bingo- The Gambling license is on the way from the state. We purchased one last year and it was misplaced, so a copy is en-route from Trenton.

10) Open Issues

a) Paul Baldassare suggest that the club think about installing a canvas canopy over the concrete area in front of the snack stand window

b) Next Meeting is November 16, 2006 This is due to the Thanksgiving holiday

c) McCrisken Funeral home wants to Donate $250.00 and we are trying to purchase 2 picnic tables for the snack stand area

d) Street Banner announcing the Soccer club is needed

e) Pete Kelly is suggesting for next meeting a By-Law Change regarding Team selection.  Pete will present the proposed changes  to a Board Member in writing at least 15days prior to the next meeting as required by the Clubs By-Laws

concluded approximately 10:00pm

